


University of Florida, Maddie’s Shelter Program

UPDATED: COVID-19: What animal shelters need to know about the
new coronavirus

Additional Resources for Animal Shelters and Veterinarians

www.sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu



http://www.sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/

What are
coronaviruses?

The CDC defines coronaviruses as “a large
family of viruses that are common in people
and many different species of animals.
Rarely, animal coronaviruses can infect
people and then spread between people.”

How is COVID-19

(coronavirus) spread?

The CDC says the disease is spread to
humans through person-to person contact.
There have been no reports of pets or
livestock becoming ill or spreading the
coronavirus in the U.S.

THE BEST WAY TO
PROTECT YOUR PET

Wash your hands often with soap and water.

Avoid touching your nose, eyes and mouth
with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Stay home when you are sick.

Cover your coughs and sneezes.

Disinfect all surfaces that are frequently used.

Vaccinate your pets for all other potential
diseases, as recommended by your
veterinarian.

Limit contact with your pets if you or
someone you are close to contracts the
coronavirus.

PROTECTING
YOURSELF,
YOUR PETS

AND THE

COMMUNITY

FROM
COVID-19

A helpful guide from the FVMA




COVID-19 FROM
MY PET?

CAN | CONTRACT

While this virus seems to have emerged
from an animal source,

the CDC believes there's no reason to think
any animals, including pets in the U.S.
might be a source of infection.

To date, CDC has not received reports of
companion animals sick with the
coronavirus, and there’s no evidence they
will be able to spread it to humans in the
future. However, since animals can spread
other diseases, it's always a good idea to
wash your hands after being around them.

Currently, there is no vaccine for COVID-19,
for people or pets. Any animal showing
serious illness needs to be seen by a
veterinarian.

Can my pet contract the
coronavirus from an
infected person?

The CDC says anyone who is sick with the
coronavirus should restrict contact with any
animals just like you would around other
people. If you or another family member
contracts the virus, the CDC recommends
having another member of your household
care for your animal.

Avoid petting, snuggling, being kissed or
licked, and sharing food. If you must care for
your pet or be around animals while you are
sick, wash your hands before and after you
interact with pets and wear a facemask.

Do we need to take extra
precautions with animals
that have recently been
imported from China, or
other infected countries?

There is no evidence that animals or
animal products imported from China or
other countries pose a risk of spreading
coronavirus in the U.S.

All animals imported from infected
countries will need to meet CDC and USDA
requirements for entering the U.S. At this
time, there is no evidence that companion
animals including pets can spread the
coronavirus. Any animals recently
imported from China or other countries
affected by the coronavirus should be
observed daily for signs of illness.

If an animal becomes ill, the CDC
recommends bringing the animal to a
veterinarian as soon as possible. Call your
local veterinary clinic before bringing the
animal into the clinic and let them know
that the animal was recently in an infected
country.

Made available by the Florida
Veterinary Medical Association, striving
to advance the veterinary medical

profession, promote animal health and

protect public health.
















THE CONNER BUILDING
3125 CONNER BOULEVARD
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-1650

DivisioN OF FOOD SAFETY
(850) 245-5520

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
CoMMISSIONER NICOLE “NIkk1” FRIED

REDUCING THE SPREAD OF ILLNESS

On behalf of Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, we’d like to provide information to help you
decrease the risk of transmission of both food-borne illness and disease, as the nation continues to
respond to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak. This follows up on guidance provided during National
Consumer Protection Week.

Many grocers and convenience stores provide access to hand sanitizer (and sanitizing wipes) to their
customers upon entering the facility. Now more than ever, we encourage you to continue this practice
(or adopt this practice if you currently don’t) as an added level of consumer protection. Additionally,
consider instructing staff who manage carts to sanitize cart handles during the handling and corralling
process. This additional activity can go a long way in reducing transmission of bacterial and viral
pathogens.

Limiting the practice of cart sharing at checkout is also a great opportunity to reduce disease
transmission risk. While cart sharing is a great efficiency measure, during this time of heightened viral
transmission concern, sanitizing carts between use can go a long way to reduce the spread of
pathogens. We encourage you to consider adopting a policy of sanitizing cart handles after each and
every consumer use, or allowing the customer to keep the same cart throughout the checkout process.

We're also encouraging you to review information provided by the World Health Organization (WHO)
for prevention of Coronavirus. The webpage Protect Yourself includes informational topics such as
“When and How to Use Masks,” “Myth-busters,” and “Getting Workplace Ready.” Additional resources
include: “Your Questions Answered,” “Travel Advice,” and a “Technical Guidance” page for your
consideration.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Coronavirus Disease 2019 webpage also offers
useful information for your review including “Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection
Recommendations” which provides interim recommendations for community facilities with suspected
or confirmed cases of Coronavirus. While there may be limited cases in Florida right now, most all of
these recommendations are applicable for cleaning and disinfecting any instance of a viral or bacterial
pathogen contamination.

We welcome your questions, comments or concerns. Please send us an email at FoodSafety@fdacs.gov
or call us at 850-245-5520. Be safe, be sanitary, be prepared!

1-800-HELPFLA www.FDACS.gov
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